42 governor of eastern Siberia. There were frequent com-
plaints which they put into writing and sent officially;
one was a protest against the long delays in receiving
their letters.
Still, things might have gone on smoothly and the
Poles have left Irkutsk without any violent outbreak,
had it not been for Cejtlik's (Site-leek) trouble. He was
engaged to a young woman prisoner and they were al-
lowed to meet in the prison office. One October after-
noon they were talking there when the commandant
entered. Cejtlik did not notice him, did not bow, did
not say good-day. The Russian turned on him with
gross abuse. Hot tempered, he answered back. Three
days' confinement, ordered the commandant. Cejtlik
ran out to tell his friends.
In a "minute they were all in the clubroom, talking
it over, They would not allow this order to be carried
out. A prison official went with fifteen soldiers to take
Cejtlik by force, but evidently wished to avoid serious
trouble and called off his men. The next morning or-
ders were sent that they were to be locked in their cells,
save for a half hour's walk.
Years later, thinking over the whole affair, Pilsudski
realized that this was the moment when they should
have appealed to the governor of the prison and entered
into negotiations with him; but young men are obsti-
nate and hot-headed, and don't want to do the reason-
able thing. They broke down the doors of the cells
where some of their group were locked in—easy to do,
as the locks were on the outside. All day the Russians
made no move. Was it a trap, to catch them unaware?
At dusk they discussed what to do. They heard the
tramp of feet
Ten soldiers entered the clubroom, with bayonets
fixed. Then the commandant of police, and the prison
authorities. The men were to be transferred to an-
other part of the building. Very well, but would the

